


Notes for Allotment Holders
The Garden Club administers the allotments on behalf of the Bishop’s Waltham Parish Council, who own the land. The Garden Club is run as a charity by a group of Trustees, all of whom are unpaid volunteers. We need allotment holders to help in the running of the various Garden Club activities. If you would like to help in any way, then please contact a Trustee.
Tenancy Agreement.
As a reminder, when you signed the Allotment Holder Tenancy Agreement you agreed to abide by the following:
1. To maintain your allotment in a good and clean state of cultivation, appropriate to the season.  
2. To be considerate and polite to other allotment holders and BWGC Trustees. Any abusive or threatening behaviour or language in any form will not be tolerated.  Every tenant has the overriding right to the peaceful enjoyment of their allotment plot at all times, free from noise, nuisance and smoke.
3. Not to park or obstruct paths or driveways.  Cars must be parked in allocated areas not on grass driveways.  
4. Only plant new fruit trees that are on dwarf rootstock and keep pruned to under 2.5 meters high. Established fruit trees must be pruned to keep clear of driveways and paths.
5. Not to erect any building or fence on the allotment. Fruit cages are permitted but must be secured to prevent entrapment of birds. Tool stores must be under 5 feet high and not be useable as a shelter.
6. Not to use the allotment for storage of any equipment not directly related to the cultivation of the allotment. Car tyres must NOT be brought onto the allotments.
7. [image: ]Never to use hosepipes to water allotments without prior approval of the Trustees. When approval is given, hoses should be limited to ground watering only, used in moderation and must be handheld.  Filling of water butts by hose is acceptable but priority must be given to watering can users and hoses must be disconnected on request.
8. To cut the grass and edges around the plot frequently in order to maintain the safety and tidiness of the allotments. Weeds must be prevented from spreading onto neighbouring plots and either composted or removed from the allotment and disposed of. No invasive plants should be introduced; plants must be appropriate for an allotment
9. Not to sub-let any part of the allotment without permission of the Trustees.
10. To inform the Allotment Organiser and Membership Secretary of all co-workers’ details for insurance purposes.
11. To pay the full allotment rent within ONE month of the start of the allotment year (1st October) using the appropriate renewal form and to return to the Membership Secretary. 
12. To inform the Allotment Organiser and Membership Secretary of any change of contact information or change of circumstances which may affect the cultivation of the allotment.
13. To ensure, when terminating this lease, to leave the plot clear by removing all rubbish / construction materials etc.
14. Report any accident on the allotments in the Accident Book kept in the Toilet.
15. [bookmark: _Hlk176765809]THIS AGREEMENT CAN BE TERMINATED BY EITHER PARTY ON A NO FAULT BASIS WITH WRITTEN NOTICE OF ONE CALENDAR MONTH AFTER WHICH TIME THE ALLOTMENT MUST BE VACATED AS PER GENERAL CONDITION. IF THE TENNANT EXERCISES THEIR RIGHT TO TERMINATE IN THESE CURCUMSTANCES THEN ANY FEES THAT HAVE BEEN PAID ARE NOT REFUNDABLE
16. . THE TRUSTEES SHALL HAVE THE RIGHT TO IMMEDIATELY TERMINATE THIS TENANCY CREATED BY THIS AGREEMENT AT ANY TIME WHEN: A) THE RENT IS IN ARREARS FOR FORTY DAYS OR MORE, WHETHER FORMALLY DEMANDED OR NOT, OR B) THE TENANT IS IN BREACH OF ANY OF THE CONDITIONS ABOVE IMPOSED ON THE TENANT BY THIS AGREEMENT. IF THIS TENANCY IS TERMINATED IN THESE CURCUMSTANCES THEN ANY FEES THAT HAVE BEEN PAID ARE NOT REFUNDABLE.

BONFIRES ON THE ALLOTMENTS:
Bonfires are an effective way of disposing of material (e.g. potato haulms) which may spread disease if composted either privately or through Council services. However, they are an environmental pollutant and should be used only when essential and within the following guidelines:
· BONFIRES ARE ONLY PERMITTED ON THE BOTTOM FIELD BETWEEN 1ST October AND 31st MARCH. THEY ARE NOW PERMITTED ON THE TOP FIELD AS A TRIAL ONLY BETWEEN 1ST NOVEMBER AND 28TH FEBRUARY.
Allotment holders MUST:
· Exercise great care if setting a bonfire and NEVER leave a bonfire unattended.
· Only light a bonfire when the wind DOES NOT blow smoke towards neighbouring houses or the Cricket Field.
· Be considerate to other allotment holders by not lighting a bonfire in very windy conditions or when the allotments are busy.  A fire must be extinguished immediately upon request.
HEALTH AND SAFETY ON THE ALLOTMENTS:
Allotment holders MUST:
· Act with care at all times and take responsibility for their own safety and the safety of anyone accompanying them (including children) on the allotments.  
· Not allow children to stray on to other plots.
· Ensure that any machinery or tools used on the allotments are used in a safe manner.
· Never obstruct any path or driveway with anything that might cause a hazard to other allotment holders.
· Preferably use acrylic or polycarbonate rather than glass.  Only safety glass should be used.
· Store any tools or equipment safely and in a manner that reduces access by unauthorised persons.
· Not bring ANY animals on to the allotments; allotments are for food production.
Report any accident on the allotments in the Accident Book which is kept in the Toilet.
Wasps Nests
Every summer we come across a few underground wasp nests.  Please be alert to the danger, avoid disturbing the wasp nests, and avoid annoying the wasps if you can.  If the nest is left alone then the local badgers will often destroy the nest, but if you feel that a wasp nest is a health and safety hazard and needs to be dealt with then please contact one of the trustees, who can arrange for the nest to be destroyed. 
Best Kept Allotment.

There is an annual Best Kept Allotment competition, in which prizes are awarded for the Best Kept Allotment and the Best Newcomer. An annual inspection of the allotments is made by the Trustees between June and July to shortlist the plots. The finalists are then judged by two independent judges and winners announced in September newsletter. Prizes are awarded at the AGM, usually in January. 


Chemicals
We encourage the use of organic and environmentally friendly methods of gardening. However, if you choose to use chemicals, please be considerate of your neighbours and do not allow spray to drift onto their plots.
Security.
There is no security on the allotment site, so all allotment holders should exercise due care, and be vigilant. The code to enter the gates on the top field is ‘C01235’ and turn knob to the right.  Do not leave expensive tools or equipment where thieves can easily take them. Please take note of any suspicious activity/people and contact our CSO, currently Richard Stoop ph 07484 085850 or the police immediately on 101. Any loss/damage can only be reported by the allotment holder, not the Trustees.

The Shed.
Between 1st February and 31st October, the shop at the Shed is open from 10.00am to 12.00am every Saturday and Sunday. The shop stocks a basic range of supplies such as compost, horse manure, fertilisers, weed killers, netting, bamboo poles, and (in season) seed potatoes and onion sets. The aim is to buy these supplies in bulk at wholesale prices and pass the savings on to our members.  The shop is run by volunteers on a rota basis. There are 2 volunteers on each shift. If you would like to help in running the shop, please inform a Trustee. This is a good way of meeting your fellow allotment holders.
Lawnmowers
There are lawn mowers and powered grass cutters available for you to use at your own risk, free of charge, from the Shed when it is open. Please return mowers to the store in clean condition by 11.45 am. When cleaning the mowers please pay attention to the instructions pinned up by the shed door – avoid tilting the mower over onto the wrong side as this contaminates the air filter.
Toilet
There is a toilet/washroom in the Shed, which you can use any time. Access is by a combination lock. The combination is currently (C)01234, then turn handle to the left.  There is also a first-aid kit stored in this room and a book to record any accidents.  Please leave this room in the condition that you would hope to find it in and advise a Trustee if anything is missing/damaged.
Problems.
The water is turned off in winter, and the driveways closed in wet weather. 
If you see anything requiring attention in or around the allotments, such as leaking taps, broken fences, etc., please inform a Trustee immediately.
Work parties
Occasionally these are arranged to tidy up the allotments in winter or tackle one-off jobs. They are usually run on a Saturday or Sunday morning for a couple of hours and help us to keep the allotment fees reasonable. Please help if you can. Safety equipment and instructions on use of equipment will be supplied.

Trustees can be emailed on  bwgc-info@bwgc.co.uk.   A list of current trustees can be found on the website and the notice board at the allotments.
www.bwgc.org.uk
www.bwgc.org.uk
www.bwgc.org.uk                                                                                                        2024 April
image1.png
cultural Society (RHS)

orticultur

(HFHS)

Blshop s Waltham
Gardening Club

eeeeeeeeeeeeeee
1169353




